
 

 
 

Forestry Commission Scotland  
District Strategic Plans - Consultation Response 

The Scottish Sports Association (SSA) thanks Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) for the 

opportunity to respond to this consultation. Should any queries result from our response, or if 

further engagement with the SSA or our members would be beneficial as this process develops, 

please do not hesitate to contact us. 

The SSA is the independent and collective voice for Scottish Governing Bodies of sport. We 

represent their interests and currently have 52 full members and 21 associate members. The 

governing bodies of sport are responsible for the governance, development and delivery of their 

individual sports and provide a formal structure for the over 900,000 individuals in Scotland who 

are members of one of Scotland’s 13,000 sports clubs. Most of these organisations are run on a 

not-for-profit basis and are managed by volunteers. They provide coaching, competition and youth 

participation development opportunities for their local communities and most of the 195,000 people 

who volunteer in sport do so within the club structure. 

On consulting with our members we have drawn on the thoughts particularly of our Outdoor 

Pursuits Group (which contains representatives from 20 of our member Scottish Governing Bodies 

(SGBs) involved in outdoor and adventurous activities).  These are our members who make use 

of the Forestry Estate for recreation on a regular basis. 

For this consultation it is appropriate for us, as a national body, to make only general comment on 

the district strategic documents, rather than commenting on regional specifics.  We’ve encouraged 

our member governing bodies of sport to respond on individual regions where they consider it to 

be relevant to their sport. 

The SSA welcomes the updating of FCS’s district strategic plans.  In the field of sport and 

physical activity, each different region can offer a mix of opportunities in helping to maximise the 

recreational use of the forest estate, so consulting on a district level is a good approach. 

 

Below are some general comments: 



 

 It makes sense that the strategies align with other Scottish Government national 

priorities.  We would note however that in mentioning these, there is a lack of reference – 

and therefore possibly alignment - to any formal recreation strategies in the district plans 

(e.g.  FCS’s recreation strategy: Access, Recreation & Tourism or sportscotland’s 

Reaching Higher or Out There, as well as more recent Scottish Government strategies 

like the Youth Sport Strategy – which states an ambition for Scotland to be the best place 

in the world to grow up actively – and the National Walking Strategy).   

 

 FCS’s National Strategic Framework makes much reference to the forest estate as 

having an  ‘extremely important role in combating climate change, as well as acting as a 

key recreational resource…the estate is one of Scotland’s most significant resources for 

outdoor recreation’.  Based on this we suggest that the district plan section on 

‘Connecting with Scottish Government national priorities’ could be slightly more balanced 

and reflective of the multi-purpose function of the estate.  We appreciate the importance 

of Climate Change, Land Use and Biodiversity but feel the reference to national priorities 

in this section is slightly one-sided to environmental factors and underemphasises the 

importance of the forest for sport, physical activity and general recreation.  A positive 

amendment would be to ensure the strategies are aligned to and reference the Scottish 

Government’s National Performance Framework and relevant National Indicators such 

as, to ‘increase people’s use of Scotland’s Outdoors’. 

 

 The SSA is supportive of the cross-cutting themes against which actions can be 

monitored (Healthy, productive, treasured, accessible, cared for, good value).  

 

 We’re also supportive of the Values and Principles set out in each plan.  As suggested 

above however, to use ‘We work in partnership, both locally and nationally’ as an 

example, again here only environmental partners are referenced.  We’d emphasise the 

importance of ensuring all national partners are drawn on and referenced in the 

document, including those from the sport and physical activity sector. 

 

 


