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The Scottish Sports Association (SSA) thanks the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) for 

the opportunity to contribute to this consultation.  
 
The SSA exists to represent and support Scottish Governing Bodies (SGBs) of Sport as the independent 
and collective voice for SGBs. We represent their interests and currently have 52 full members and 18 
associate members. SGBs are responsible for the governance, development and delivery of their 
individual sports and provide a formal structure for the over 900,000 individuals in Scotland who are 
members of one of Scotland’s 13,000 sports clubs. Most of these organisations are run on a not-for-
profit basis and are managed by volunteers. They provide coaching, competition and participation 
development opportunities for their local communities and most of the 195,000 people who volunteer 
in sport do so within the club structure. 
 
As the collective voice of Scottish governing bodies of sport - who in turn represent the 900,000 
individuals in Scotland who are members of Scotland’s 13,000 sports clubs - the SSA asks that DCMS’ 
consideration of this response is appropriate to this level of representation. 
 
The SSA has, as usual, compiled this response in consultation with our members.  
 
Our members would be happy to further discuss the detail of this response and wish to raise a few 
points in relation to the consultation.  We have highlighted a number of key points, rather than 
answering specific questions directly. 
 
Mission, Purpose & Values 
 

1) Within the six listed purposes of the BBC, there is no mention of health, wellbeing or any 
related term. 
   
a) Promotion of health: As an ethical public service broadcaster, our members would ask 

that the BBC’s wider corporate social responsibility to the overall health of the country (of 
which being active is a key part), is formally acknowledged in its principles.   

b) An increased education offer: Our members would suggest that this could be most 
appropriately referenced in the existing purpose two, linked to promoting education and 
learning. By means of example, the Scottish Health Survey 2013 highlighted that just 4% 
of adults aged 19+ were aware of government physical activity guidelines of 150 minutes 
of moderate physical activity each week. By comparison, more than 80% of adults are 
aware of the 5-a-day fruit and vegetable consumption guidelines.  Physical inactivity 
contributes to nearly 2,500 deaths each year in Scotland – the BBC could play a greater 
role, as part of its proposed advanced education offer in Scotland, in the awareness-
raising that is required to tackle this issue and in particular, getting the inactive, active. 
Furthermore, it is well placed to promote the wide and far-reaching benefits of being 
active, which range from improved physical and mental health, increased employability, 
community cohesion, reduced crime, increased educational attainment and many more. 

c) Training broadcast skills: Within its ‘Promoting education and learning’ purpose, our 
members would query whether this should entail a commitment from the BBC to train 
people and have programmes in place for the required broadcast skills of the future.  In 
particular, during the time of Glasgow 2014 it was apparent that many of the outdoor 
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broadcast specialists seemed to have been recruited from overseas.  Our members would 
welcome a commitment from the BBC that as well as its content serving an educational 
purpose, it also practices relevant education and learning as an organisation, to optimise 
the skills available for quality broadcast content across the UK.  Initiatives like the Host 
Broadcaster Training Initiative for Glasgow 2014, are an example of providing quality 
training which will reap benefits for future broadcasting of major sporting events, as well 
as catering to serve the workforce needs of the growing online streaming and edited 
content market. 

 
 
What the BBC does – Scale and Scope 
 

2) According to the BBC Audience Survey, Scotland was the least satisfied of all the home nations 
– this implies that there’s potential for changes prompted by the Charter Review to better 
serve the Scottish audience.   
 
a) Representation: Our members would query whether BBC content is adequately reflective 

of the distinctiveness of Scottish life and from our members’ perspective, Scottish sport.  
It is evident that sports coverage – broadcast, online and radio – tends to have a focus on 
a small number of sports and fails to be representative of the range of sports taking place 
in Scotland. 1/5 of Scotland’s population are a member of one of Scotland’s 13,000 sports 
clubs – that’s a significant community of interest which should be more reflected on BBC 
platforms. Both ourselves and our governing body members are keen to engage with the 
BBC to work on how coverage of Scottish sport can become more reflective and 
representative of the great range of sports and the number of people who participate in 
sport, taking place across the country. 

b) Growth of online: A number of our members are in the early stages of producing live-
streaming online coverage/edited highlights.  This tends to be delivered by private 
companies whose fees are often unmanageable for even the largest governing bodies, let 
alone those operating with either very small or no staff teams.  Our members welcome 
the BBC’s indication that it will continue to grow its online platforms and would urge that 
in particular, sport online content continues to grow and represent a broader spectrum 
of Scottish sport.  Our members would ask for equity of opportunity in achieving 
representation on the BBC’s various platforms.  They are aware too that TV is not the ‘be-
all and end-all’ and are keen to engage with the BBC to facilitate coverage on a range of 
platforms e.g. greater governing body involvement on the BBC’s ‘Get Inspired’ platform. 

c) Scottish Editor: Our members welcome the proposal that there will be a Scottish Editor 
for news and current affairs and ask that the increased Scottish content that should result 
from this, also applies to sports news.  It is rare, for example, for BBC Scotland televised 
sports news to report results for any more than a handful of sports. It is our members’ 
hopes therefore, that the suggested more federalised system could significantly increase 
Scottish editorial control to make for a more representative BBC. Our members would 
suggest that, if a more federalised system was to come into place across the UK, it should 
be with the purpose of ensuring all home nation content is suitably balanced with both 
UK and home nation content, tailoring content to the various audiences. 

d) A new channel for Scotland? Our members are supportive of the concept of a new 
channel in Scotland, aimed at showcasing Scottish talent.  Should this be confirmed, our 
members would welcome the opportunity to engage with the BBC early in the process in 
order to be able to give input to how sport could support and be part of such a platform.  
A number of our members speak highly of BBC Alba, however the opportunity for a new 
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English-speaking Scottish channel, representing a greater range of Scottish content and 
specifically Scottish sport, is greatly welcomed.   

e) Free-to-Air: Given the recent loss of broadcast rights to sports events such as The Open 
Golf Championships (previously part of the BBC Free-to-Air list), our members would 
express concern that this pattern may continue and therefore the number of major 
sporting events with rights given to commercial competitors, will grow.  Our members’ 
key concern is that loss of free-to-air broadcast rights for events like the Open instantly 
reduces the audience that can watch it and be inspired to participate.  If the BBC is aspiring 
to produce content to educate and inspire, there’s a risk that the poorest in society – often 
the most needful of education and the inspiration to be active - are being excluded from 
the enjoyment of viewing such events due to only having access to Freeview channels. 
Our members would seek clarification from the BBC on how it plans to secure broadcast 
rights for sports events going forward.   
 
 

BBC Funding 
 

3) The consultation document highlights that more opportunities may be available through 
Protected Funding.  Currently this incorporates things like broadband roll-out and digital 
switchover. Our members have raised a couple of points in this regard: 
a) Protected Funding - health: To refer to point 1b) of this response, our members would 

suggest that the awareness raising required for the purpose of health improvement across 
the UK, is an issue of huge national significance which should be considered in any future 
changes to Protected Funding Areas.   

b) Protected Funding – regional news and content: Our members welcome the suggestion 
that a degree of funding could be protected in areas such as regional news and content.  
This, in addition to the proposed increased federal structure, should ensure that each 
region’s content is more representative. 

c) Protected Funding – broadcast rights for sport: With significant broadcast rights for larger 
sports now with the BBC’s commercial competitors (SkySports, BT Sport etc), should 
certain sports coverage be protected to ensure a minimum level of rights always remain 
with the public service broadcaster?  As referenced in point 2e) above, increased 
commercial coverage in the future may reduce potential audience size, ultimately 
disadvantaging the poorest in society and reducing the ability for sports coverage to 
educate and inspire participation.   

 
BBC Governance and Regulation 
 

4)  
a) As mentioned above, our members are supportive of the potential of a more federalised BBC 

structure to allow for more content control across all home nations. More localised 
governance could ensure greater understanding of the varying demands across home nations 
and result in a more satisfied audience.   

b) Our members would strongly encourage the BBC to engage in more partnerships with sport – 
governing bodies are open to working with the BBC in providing educational and informative 
content across all platforms and would seek clarification as to the best ways to get this content 
to the right people across the BBC.   

c) As the representative body for SGBs, the SSA has already had a degree of proactive 
engagement with partners at BBC Scotland and members were positively engaged both before 
and during the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games. Our members very much welcome this 
partnership and seek to further develop it in the future – it’s through continued and increased 
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partnerships with ourselves, our members and sportscotland, that the BBC can grow its sports 
offer, ensuring rich and diverse coverage of Scottish Sport. 

 
Should you require any further information on the response above, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. 
 
Catherine Ronald 
Policy & Communications Officer 
Scottish Sports Association 
catherine@thessa.org.uk  
October 2015 
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